Reading the Bible in One Year

Bishop Frey challeneged us to read the bible in one year at the Confirmation service.  Father Kelly mentioned at the New Year's Eve service that reading the bible more often was one of the most common resolutions. There are a variety of ways to read throught the bible.  Some plans have readings from both the Old and New testaments at the same time, some order the readings in Chronological order, some start at the beginning, some are ordered as they were written historically, some are devided into themes (i.e. law, history, psalsm, etc).

You can get a bible that is divided into daily readings, find a plan and use your own bible, read it on-line, get it via email, download it to your I-pod or computer. You can choose to read the entire bible in one year or you can choose to read 4 days week.  The variety is limitless.

So if God is nudging you to read the bible find the way that is right for you.  Be creative!  And remember, reading the bible more often is not just something to check off the list.  It is an encounter with the living God.  And, as with many things in life, the fruit comes as we develop the habit and stick to it.  I personally have never known anyone who regreted that they spent more time reading the bible. 

Online

http://www.biblegateway.com/ offers four reading plans (Old/New testament, Chronological, beginning to end, and historically). You can read it daily online or receive it daily through Rss or iCal.

http://www.christiananswers.net/q-eden/biblereading-1yr.html offers a calendar (and also a three year reading plan).  It divides the readings into: Law, History, Psalms, Poetry, Prophecy,  Gospels, Epistles.

http://www.ewordtoday.com/year/ has five choices for reading (beginning to end, Chronological, Historical, New and then Old, Old and then New) and offers different translations and different languages.

http://www.biblereadthrough.com/ - you can log your progress through the bible on the website, get on message boards with others reading through the bible.  You can use their plan or design your own reading plan.

Join a blog (or start your own!).  For example: http://www.oneyearbibleblog.com/welcome-to-the-one-year-bible.html
Audio

Listen to the bible (perhaps combining that exercise resolution with the bible resolution?).  For example: http://www.faithcomesbyhearing.com/,  http://www.bibleplayer.com/, http://www.christianbook.com/bibles
Print

Buy a one year bible that is divided into daily readings.  They come in a variety of plans and translations.  http://www.christianbook.com/bibles
Buy a devotional bible.  These will have daily readings in addition to the scriptures to feed you and guide you.  For example, the Daily Walk Bible available at http://www.amazon.com/.

Different Length Plans

Two year reading plan: Read the daily office from the BCP.  http://www.io.com/~kellywp/ is a good resource to get the readings online.  You will read most of the bible in two years with this plan.

4 days a week plan: Read one of the four readings for Sunday four days throughout the week.  You can get the readings from http://www.io.com/~kellywp/.  This plan has the advantage that the worship will usually speak to you more deeply from studying the scriptures for that week.

