Notes on Between Two Worlds

Chapters 1-4

Write: answering the question – what theological convictions seem to you to be most crucial for the church today? 

“a message burns within me”  (John Stott) pg 9

We have  the same Word of God, and the same human beings, and the same fallible preacher called byy the same living God to study both the Word and the world in order to relate the one to the other with honesty, conviction, courage, and meekness.  pg. 11

There is a need for more cooperation between them (preachers and listeners) in preparing sermons, and more candour in evaluating them.  pg. 11

No attempt to understand Christianity can succeed which overlooks or denies the truth that the living God has taken the initiative to reveal himself savingly to fallen humanity pg. 15

Spirit of the Lord had annointed him (Jesus) to preach his liberating message (pg. 17)

Luther gives nine “properties and virtues” of a good preacher.  “Teach systematically, have a ready wit, be eloquent, have a good voice and a good memory,  know when to make an end, venture and engage the body , blood, weath, and honour, ikn the Word, should suffer himself to be mocked and jeered of every one. Pg 24

He spoke from the heart and his words went to the heart (about Hugh Latimer) pg. 26

Home groups ala Richard Baxter.  pg. 29

The great design and intention of the office of a Christian preacher are to restore the throne and dominion of God in the souls of men....and to attract the souls of men into a state of everlasting friendship with him.  pg. 31

“fire in his belly” about Charles Silvester Horne pg. 38

God-intoxicated soul with a vision of an eternal Will (said by Horne).  pg. 39

decline of preaching is a symptom of the decline of the church pg. 43.  Note, what does decline of preaching mean?  Are preachers not doing it or not doing it well?  Also, how would one characterize the state of preaching since 1981?

This cultivation of scripture is required lest any of them become “an empty preacher of the word of God outwardly, who is not a listener to it inwardly (Augstine)...” quoted by Second Vatican Council. pg. 44.

let “the world of the Lord run and be glorified” 2 Thss 3:1 pg. 45

It is his (the preacher's task) to link human sin to forgiveness, human need to divine omnipotence, human search to divine revelation...” Donald Coggan. pg. 46.

Anti-authority Mood

to preach has come to mean “to give advice in an offensifve, tedious or obtrusive manner”  pg. 52

These are not arguments or exhortations or speculations.  They are simple, forthright statements about the nature of things which have been revealed to men.  (Theodore Ferris) pg. 57

We preach nothing to others which we do not also and first preach to ourselves, and that authority and humility are not mutally exclusive.  pg. 58

the preacher “must give to creation (i.e. to the phenomena of human life) the same exegetical care that he would give a passage of scripture.  Clement Welsh.  pg. 59

One of the greatest gifts a preacher needs is such a sensitive understanding of people and their problems that he can anticipate their reactions to each part of his sermon and respond to them.  pg. 61

...television pictures which have permanently damaged their mechanisms of emotional reaction.  pg. 72

Do they recognize, when they hear God's Word and worship him, that now at last they are in touch with ultimate reality?  Or do they, as I fear, move from one unreal situation to another....pg. 73

our understanding of what is “normal” begins to be modified.  pg. 73

We can no longer assume that people either want to listen to sermons or indeed are able to listen.  pg. 75.

Four ways of learning: listening, discussion, watching, and discovering. pg. 76

For preaching is making known the Name of the Lord and worship is praising the Name of the Lord made known.  pg. 82.

Our worship is poor because our knowledge of God is poor, and our knowledge of God is poor because our preaching is poor.  pg. 83.

At present the Church's attitude to evangelism might be summarized in exactly contrary terms: “no enthusiasm, little sense of obligation, and considerable embarrassment” pg. 86

A Christian mind asks questions, probes problems, confesses ignorance, feels perplexity, but does these things within the context of a profound and growing confidence of the reality of God and of his Christ.  pg. 87.

ultimately only God can convince us about God.  pg. 88

The essential secret is not mastering certain techniques but being mastered by certain convictions.  Pg. 92.

The kind of God we believe in determines the kind of sermons we preach.  Pg. 93.

God is Light.

..it is the nature of God to reveal himself....The chief reason why people do not know God is not because he hides from them but because they hide from him.  Pg. 93.

God has acted

both heaven and earth display his glory....the God of the Bible is a God of liberating activity, who came to the rescue of oppressed mankind, and who thus revealed himself as the God of grace or generosity. pg. 94

God has spoken

he took the trouble to explain what he was doing.  pg. 95

Conviction about scripture

Scripture is God's written word

Inspiration is not dictation.  Instead he put his Word into human minds and human mouths in such a way that the thoughts they conceived and the words they spoke were simultaneously and completely theirs as well as his.  pg. 97

God still speaks through what he has spoken

We must keep the Word of God and the Spirit of God together.  For apart from the Spirit the Word is dead, while apart from the Word the Spirit is alien. Pg. 102

God's Word is powerful

It (the church) has a big mouth, but shrunken hands.  pg. 103.

One the one hand, Jesus taught us not to expect all our seed-sowing to bear fruit.  pg. 107

Preaching supplies the living Christ with both feet and a mouth.  pg. 108

So pay and so preach that if there are no conversions you will be astonished, amazed, and broken hearted...Spurgeon.  Pg. 108.

Conviction about the Church

Not only has he brought it into being by his word, but he maintains and sustains it, directs and sanctifies it, reforms and renews it through the same Word.  Pg. 109.

God consistently hinged the welfare of his people on their listening to his voice, believing his promises and obeying his commands.  pg. 113

He (Jesus) instructs, admonishes, rebukes and encourages them, gives them promises and warnings, and appeals to them to listen, to believe, to obey, and to hold fast until he comes.  pg. 113.

God quickens, feeds, inspires and guides his people by his Word.  For whenever the Bible is truly and systematically expounded, God uses it to give his people the vision without which they perish.  First, they begin to see what he wants them to be, his new society in the world.  They they go on to grasp the resources he has given them in Christ to fulfil his purpose.  That is why it is only by humbleand obedient listening to his voice that the Church can grow into maturity, serve the world and glorify its Lord.  Pg. 113-114.

Both Word and sacrament bear witness to Christ.  Both promise salvation in Christ.  Both quicken our faith in Christ.  Both enable us to feed on Christ in our hearts.  pg. 114.

The pew is a reflection of the pulpit.  Seldom if ever can the pew rise higher than the pulpit. Pg. 115

the sacerdotal concept of the ordained ministry was predominant.  Pg. 117.  I would say it is today as well!

The first ordinal of 1550 directed that, in additon to the paten and chalice, a bible be delivered to the ordinand....In 1552 only two years later, the delivery of peten and chalice was discontinued and the sole 'instrument' delivered to the candidate became the bible.  pg. 118

the chief responsibility of the pastor who “tends” his sheep is to “feed” them.  Pg. 118

Therefore the true preacher will never be a “mere speaking tube or tumpet...reproducing perfectly but mechnically the message of God's written world”...pg 120.

A good shepherd's care of his sheet is fourfold – feeding, guiding (because sheet easily go astray), guarding (against predatory wolves) and healing (binding up the wounds of the injured).  Pg. 120.

such a team should include part-time and full-time, clerical and lay, stipendiary and voluntary ministers.  Pg.  121.

A pastoral ministry which is modelled on his will similarly include preaching to the congregation, conselling indivisuals, and training groups. Pg. 122.

All true Christian praching is expository preaching. Pg. 125.

He is not at liberty to invent or choose his message: it has been committed to him, and it is for him to declare, expound and commend to his hearers...Pg. 126.

Charles Simeon – sermon parties.  Pg. 128

Whenever they do so with integrity, the voice of God is heard, and the Church is convicted and humbled, restored and reinvoigorated, and transformed into an instrument for his use and glory.  Pg. 133.

Preachers are not to invent itl  it has been entrusted to them.  Thus, good news has been given to the herald to proclaim, goo seed to the farmer to sow, and good foord to the steward to dispense, while good pasture is available for the shepherd to lead his flock there.  Similarly, the ambassador does not pursue his own policy but his country's, and the workman cuts a way for “the word of truth”, not for his own word.  Pg. 137

a conscientious farmer is obviously concerned not only to sow the right seed but to sow it in the right soil.  Pg. 137.

Our task is to enable God's revealed truth to flow out of the Scriptures into the lives of the men and women of today.  Pg. 138.

They know that large numbers of their contemporaries are contemptuously dismissive of Christianity, because they find its beliefs untenable, its formulations archaic, and its vocabulary meaningless.  This fact causes the best liberals profound pain, and it is this which lies behind their theologizing.  They are anxious to restate the Christian faith in terms which are intellible, meaningful and credible to their secular colleagues and friends.  Pg. 143.

Our bridges too must be firmly anchored on both sides of the chasm, by refusing either to compromise the divine content of the message or to ignore the human context in which it has been spoken.  Pg. 145.

and that we build bridges into the real world in which they live and love, work and play, laugh and weep, struggle and suffer, grow old and die....challenge them to make Jesus Christ the Lord of every area of it, and to demonstrate his contemporary relevance.  Pg. 147.

he is a man of the Word and a man of the world....his message had both a timeless and a timely element in it.  (about Chrysostom).  Pg. 147.

two major elements in preaching are “the expository or exegetical (it starts from and expounds a text of Scripture) and the prophetic (it is a message from the present time, making the Scriptural text a living word in the actual situation).  Pg. 149-150.

but actually entering other people's world of though and feeling...Pg. 150.

Questions treated in every age.  Pg. 151

To find him is to find ourselves.  Pg. 151

1 Cor 1:30 – announces Jesus Christ as “our wisdom, our righteousness and sanctification and redemption”  Pg. 152

contemporary Christ who once lived and died, and now lives to meet human need in all its variety today.  Pg. 154.

explore the emptiness of fallen man and the fullness of Jesus Christ, in order then to demonstrate how he can fill our emptiness, lighten our darkness, enrich our poverty, and bring our human aspirations to fulfilment.  The riches of Christ are unfathomable.  (Eph. 3:8 NEB). Pg. 154.

Controversial issues – avoid them, adopt a partisan postion, help Christians to develop a Christian mind.  Pg. 170.

it is rather a mind which has absorbed biblical truths and Christian presuppositions so thoroughly that it is able to view every issue from a Christian perspective and so reach a Christian judgement about it.  Pg. 170.

should be giving our congregation a framework of truth.  This will include such basic convictions as the reality and loving personality of the living God, the dignity of human beings by creating and their depravity by the fall, the pervasiveness of eil and the primacy of love, the victory and reign of Juss Christ, the centrality of the new community in God's historical purpose, the transcidence of time and the certainty of the eschaton of judgement and salvation.  Pg. 170.

Our task as preachers, then is neither to avoid all areas of controversy, not to supply slick answers to complex questions in order to save people the bother of thinking.  Eitehr way is to treat them like children who are unable to think for themselves, and to condemn them to perpetual immaturity.  Pg. 173.

Conscientious thought and decision making are an indispensable aspect of human maturity.  Pg. 174.

instead he leads them to good grazing pasture where they feed themselves.  Pg. 177

