Worship Ministry Meeting

Sunday 19 March, 12 noon, in the Chapel.

1. Apologies. No apologies were received.

2. Matters arising.

(a) Children’s service sheets. To help children take part in the 10:30 am Communion Service, John S. had put the necessary parts of the liturgy and some explanation onto two sides of Letter-sized paper. These sheets are now being used by the Children’s Choir. The sheets for Rite II had been “debugged” after a few weeks of use; the ones for Rite I (used in Lent) were being improved as the season progressed. Once the texts of the two Rites are finalized, laminated versions are to be prepared for general use.

(b) Permanent fixing for the bell. John Taylor was in the process of fixing the pre-service bell to the Baptistry wall and providing a more effective hammer. By the time these minutes were being written, the bell had been fixed and used with the new hammer at the services on 26 March.

(c) Further thoughts on attendance at Christmas Eve services. Fr Kelly pointed out that the fall in attendance at Midnight Mass coincided with the introduction of the longer service that includes Lessons and Carols. The additional material had necessitated moving the starting time of the service earlier, to 10:30 pm; in addition to all of the demographic trends noted in the last minutes, it was thought that the longer service might have put people off. Joe Cox agreed to research the Christmas Eve services at other Episcopal Churches, and Fr Kelly said that he intended to consult diocesan clergy about their service times.

(d) Generations. Fr Kelly gave a brief report about the revised format of Generations. The intention is to focus to a greater extent on teaching, specifically aimed at those new to collective worship. The band has several new members, and there is slightly less music; the service now finishes closer to 7:10 pm than 7:30 pm. After a low point in the Fall, probably associated with the loss of the Soul Food Café, attendance was again picking up; happily, food has returned, courtesy of the Trinity Beverage Company. It is very encouraging that some of those who had started to come to Trinity on the Hill through Generations are now worshiping at the 10:30 am service on a reasonably regular basis.

3. Services in the near future.

(a) Palm Sunday, 9 April. The initial part of the service commemorates Jesus’s entry into Jerusalem; it will commence as follows; Prelude, Liturgy of the Palms, Introit and Processional Hymn (“All Glory, Laud and Honor”). At the start of the service, the Sunday School children will gather (wearing biblical costume and carrying palm branches) in the Crossing to witness the Liturgy of the Palms. The Adult Choir will sing the Introit from the back of the Church. During the processional hymn, the children will follow the Children’s Choir, carrying their palm branches; they will hand their palms to the server, crucifer and torch-bearers at the altar rail, who will place the branches around the Lent Cross. After handing over their palms, the children will fan out to their seats. Parents are to be asked to help children get into their costumes in the Parish Hall at 10:15 am.

(b) Holy Week. The services and vigils follow the pattern set in 2005. The Passover Meal will be at 5:45 pm for 6:00 pm on Maundy Thursday (13 April), followed by Communion at about 7:30 pm. A number of those present commented that the Passover Meal booklets contain sufficient explanation, and that no further verbal padding out is required. Dropping the extra explanatory material would help to get children fed sooner rather than later (!) and ensure that the meal finished in reasonable time.

(c) Good Friday (14 April). At the “words from the Cross” service, it was requested that Revd. Chuck McCullough preach early, so that those who have to return to work in the afternoon can hear him. However, Fr Kelly reported that Rev. McCullough requests a late preaching slot because he has to attend an earlier service. The Stations of the Cross will be held at 5:30 pm, and an effort will be made to get more of the children and youth to attend; their Lent Cross symbols are used in the procession.

(d) Easter Saturday (15 April). The Easter Eve service will follow the same pattern as that in 2005.

(e) Easter Sunday (16 April). The Adult Choir will sing at both the 8:00 am and 10:30 am services, and there will be a brass ensemble. At the 10:30 am service, the Sunday School children will decorate the Lent Cross with cut flowers during Children’s Chapel; the flower-covered cross will be brought to a position close to the lectern during the Offertory.

(f) Ascension Day (25 May). There will be a short service of Communion at 5:30 pm, planned, as last year, by the Sunday School and Youth. The service will be followed by a pot-luck supper.

(g) Pentecost (4 June). On Pentecost Eve, the Sunday School will hold a sleep-over in the Church buildings, decorating the Sanctuary and making banners. The banners will be carried in procession during the 10:30 am service.

(h) Trinity Sunday (11 June). There will be a procession of acolytes, as in 2005.

(i) Evensong. There are as yet no firm plans for an Evensong service close to Trinity Sunday. Joe Fasel is believed to be interested in organizing the music. John S agreed to consult Laurie Triplett and Joe Fasel about the possible service.

(j) The 10:30 am outdoor service will be held at the Rochester Ranch on 18 June; it will be followed by a picnic lunch.

4. Any other business.

The problem of overcrowding at the Altar Rail whilst the Adult Choir receives Communion was discussed. It was suggested that the acolytes receive Communion standing with the LEMs right at the beginning of the administration, allowing the Choir to occupy the entire rail. Carolyn Briles will implement this on a trial basis.

Compline will cease for a Summer break after Trinity Sunday. The service will recommence in the Fall.

John Singleton

