Worship Ministry
We continue to consider all aspects of the worship at Trinity on the Hill, to try to ensure that our services glorify God and help to shape faith and kindle devotion amongst all the members of our diverse flock. 

Many elements make up a service of worship. Our meetings, which occur once every two months or so, cover the liturgy (for example the rite and the readings to be used on a particular occasion), the music (Choir Master and Organist attend), the presentation, decoration and service of the Altar and Sanctuary (the particular responsibility of the Altar Guild), the bulletins, and the involvement of various age-groups (the Youth Minister and a Christian Education representative also attend). 

The pattern of Sunday worship, with Eucharist at 8:00 am and 10:30 am, plus Generations at 6:07 pm on second and fourth Sundays, continues as in previous years. Compline, which we introduced in 2005, also occurs every Sunday at 9:00 pm and attracts a loyal following of 9-16 people. The Adult Choir are a blessing to the Church, with, for example, many feeling that the Easter Music in 2006 was th best in several years. Our priorities in 2006 have been to involve children and youth in our regular worship (also a focus in 2005), and to introduce new services where appropriate.

Involvement of youth in worship. 
· Lent Cross Liturgy and Jesse Tree. These activities were introduced in 2005 and seemed to be successful; they were developed and “fine-tuned” by Betsy Lucido and others in 2006. The Lent Cross Liturgy replaces the children’s sermon at the 10:30 am services during Lent. Items symbolizing Christ’s suffering and death, made by the children, are used to decorate a large cross, constructed by ToTH youth, close to the altar. As the items are placed on the cross, children read short scripture passages and prayers. In addition, the cross and decorations are used during the Stations of the Cross service on Good Friday, now at an earlier time of 5:30 pm to involve more children and young families. Finally, on Easter Sunday, the cross is decorated with spring flowers, transforming an object of terror into a symbol of new life. The Jesse Tree is used in a similar way during Advent. The tree was decorated with items depicting the story of the people of God from Genesis to Christ’s birth. 

· Youth-led Eucharist.  A number of “family” services have been held. These either replace the 10:30 am Sunday service (e.g. Epiphany 2007, Church School Registration Sunday 2006) or occur at 5:30 pm on midweek feastdays (e.g. Epiphany 2006, Ascension Day). They feature a simplified liturgy (including prayers written by members of Children’s Chapel) and music led by the Children’s Choir. Sometimes items made during Children’s Chapel (e.g. the decorated Epiphany gift baskets) are used in part of the worship. Midweek services are followed by a pot-luck supper.

· Pentecost. The sleep-over on the week-end of Pentecost has become something of a ToTH tradition. This year, the decoration of the Church by the youth included the hanging of around 450 paper doves from the beams of the church.

· The Children’s Choir. The Children’s Choir sings during the 10:30 am services on almost all Sundays; currently, the number of children varies between 10 and 14. The Children’s Choir plays a major part in the Nativity Play during the 5:00 pm service on Christmas Eve and sings for some of the Summer services when the Adult Choir are in recess. A team of six of the more advanced singers also join the Adult Choir for occasional services.

New directions and outreach: Evensong. Several Choir and congregation members expressed comsiderable enthusiasm over the annual evensong services in 2004 and 2005 (“could it be more often?”), but also had some reservations about the preparation time required for the canticles and responses. We have therefore introduced a regular Evensong held on the first Sunday of odd months. Simple settings of the responses (attributed to Tallis), the Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis have been selected, so that congregation members become familiar with them and can join in. The psalm uses Norman Warren’s collection of pointed verses for the Choir combined with a congregational response. The services are led by a mixture of Adult and Children’s Choir members.

Children’s Chapel. Children’s Chapel is part of the Worship Ministry, and Beth Patillo has contributed the following report. 


Children’s Chapel is held during the sermon at the 10:30 a.m. service. Leaders use an Episcopal curriculum called “Celebrate the Good News Children’s Chapel”, written for children ages 5-12.  The curriculum follows the Sunday’s gospel readings and children participate in various activities such as singing, writing, drawing, role playing, skits, praying, etc.  In this way children can hear scripture the way it was first proclaimed in the Church (as oral tradition) and begin a transition between scripture-based stories and the actual words of scripture.  Through activities and reflections on the gospel children can awaken their awareness of God’s word addressed to their lives and deepen their understanding of God’s word through interaction with their  peers and participating adults. The children are curious, creative, spiritual and have many thoughts and questions about Christianity. We have fun while growing in the Faith.


In the past year we have been averaging 12-22 children in Children’s Chapel.  Our leaders are Tom Burr, John Singleton, Nancy Wurden, Robin Ladino and Beth Pattillo.   If you have any questions about our ministry, please ask one of us.

Worship Ministry Chair: John Singleton 

email: jsingle@lanl.gov, ‘phone 661-2666 (after 8 pm)
