Minutes of the Worship Ministry Meeting, Sunday 15 April, 12 noon in the Chapel

Present: Carolyn Briles, Tom Burr, Joe Cox, Joe Fasel, Fr. Kelly, Betsy Lucido, Andrea Schmidt, Jane Sherwoood, Valerie Silks, John Singleton

1. Apologies for absence: Karen Humphrey, Claire Singleton.

2. Post-mortua on Holy Week, Easter etc.
(a) Ash Wednesday. The service was thought to have gone well.

(b) Lenten service music. The plainsong Gloria, Sanctus etc., and the sung intercessions were well received. There were requests that in future years, the longer Prayer of Confession (the one that follows more closely the 1662 wording) be used during Lent. The sung intercessions prompted a general discussion on Prayers of the People. There were requests for “fewer words and names… time for silent prayer and reflection”. Fr Kelly agreed to use Form IV (which includes time for silent prayer and a simple congregational response) for a trial period. Rather than names being read out, the congregation would be encouraged to use the prayer list for private devotions.

(c) Oecumenical Lent arrangments (including new liturgy). The new liturgy was thought to be much better than the Holden service. Several people thought that the Sanctuary was too brightly lit, and requested the use of gentler lighting (e.g. lots of candles) in future years. Our two choirs were felt to have acquitted themselves well in leading the service.
(d) Palm Sunday. There had been requests by several people that it be “a real Palm Sunday” and not “Passion Sunday”. Joe Fasel made the point that the Passion According to St. Matthew has been the Gospel reading for Palm Sunday since the very early church. This was agreed; but what appeared to be missing was the sense that Jesus was not dying immediately, but entering Jerusalem in triumph, with several very important days of his earthly ministry, corresponding to several gospel chapters, remaining. However, the same people who welcomed him with “Hosanna” would be shouting “Crucify” a few days later. The spirit was encapsulated perfectly by the hymn “Ride on, ride on in majesty… in lowly pomp ride on to die.” In the end, the consensus was that in future, the service should encompass more of the “Hosanna” and rather less of the Passion. The sermon comes immediately after the Passion Gospel; the mood of the rest of the service can be set by what is preached, and by the choice of subsequent music. There are many splendid “Hosanna to the Son of David” settings. It was agreed that a committee (suggested members: Valerie, Joe Cox, Lynn Finnegan, Karen Humphrey, Fr. Kelly) should meet in 2008 to plan this aspect of the Palm Sunday service. There were also requests that the congregation be allowed to participate in the crowd parts of the Matthew Passion story.

(e)  Paschal Meal. The liturgy and reorganized scheduling of the meal first used in 2006 had again worked well. However, as in 2006, there had again been unfavourable comments about the use of the cartoon “The Prince of Egypt” to tell the Passover story. In spite of some calls for dramatized readings, the meeting could reach no conclusion about alternatives, and so it seems as though the movie clip will resurface in 2008. The PA system was criticized (inaudible near the kitchen, feedback near the front); we need more than two loudspeakers in 2008. Attendance at the service after the meal was very good; the foot washing required four hymns and three Choral Preludes, a considerable increase over 2006.

(f) Seven Last Words. Attendance was better than in 2006 and the standard of preaching had been good. There was a request that less familiar preachers (i.e. not ToTH regulars) be put near the beginning of the service, so that the Choir, who, pressured by LANL work, stay only for the first hour, could hear them.

(g) Stations of the Cross. The attendance seemed to be better than in 2006 and there were several favourable comments about the conduct of the service.

(h) Easter Vigil. It was reported that the attendance was smaller than usual, but that the music was excellent. One or two people requested that the service be moved to a later time in future so that it was dark at the start. However, a parent (not present) had opposed this change, commenting that many young children taking first Communion the following day attend the service. Joe Cox made an impassioned statement about the memorable and positive impacts that unusual events (in this case, staying up late for a special service) have on children. Following this, there was a feeling (i.e., a not terribly strongly held view) that the service should be moved to 8:00 pm in 2008.

(i) Easter Sunday: 8:00 am, 10:30 am. The services had gone well. There was particular praise for the brass trio, two of whom were from ToTH, and for Joe Cox’s anthem for the Adult and Children’s Choirs. 

(j) Easter Sunday: 6:07 pm. Generations had also been well attended following the Easter Dinner in the Parish Hall. It was reported that attendance at the 6:07 pm service had revived somewhat over the past couple of months following some events to show the service to a wider range of people (e.g. the confirmation candidates and the Children’s Choir had attended). This is encouraging.

(k) Excessive amounts of paper in the bulletin (again). This discussion was postponed to a future meeting.

3. Services in the near future

(a) Evensong (6:00 pm) with tea (4:30 pm) on 6 May. For report; to be included in publicity material and bulletins.

(b) Ascension Day. A youth-led service is planned for 5:30 pm on Ascension Day (17 May).

(c) Pentecost (27 May). Plans for the (now traditional) youth sleep-over and decoration of the church are under way. This year the event is being coordinated by Robyn Ladino. There was a request that the decoration of the Sanctuary with a host of doves be repeated.

(d) Trinity Sunday (3 June). Vivaldi’s Gloria, sung by the Adult Choir and some of the older members of the Children’s Choir, will be used as part of the 10:30 am service. Consequently, a shorter sermon and abbreviated intercessions are planned.

(e) Outdoor service. The preferred date is 17 June. However the Rochester Ranch is not available for most of the month. The Social Ministry was asked to choose a site on the Hill or at White Rock (e.g. Urban Park, the Overlook, Ashley Pond). (Subsequently, 24 June was chosen, and the Rochesters have kindly agreed to host.)

(f) The presentation to acolytes and graduates will be at the 10:30 am service on 20 May.

4. Services over the Summer.

(a) The mid-week instructional nights followed by “modern” Compline are being planned by Betsy Lucido; the dates are 6, 13 and 20 June. One of the sessions is to be about Christian Yoga; another will be entitled “Make a joyful noise”.

(b) Sunday Compline will cease for a Summer break after Trinity Sunday; The service will recommence on the 12th Sunday after Trinity, being 26h August.

5. Any other business.

There was none.

John Singleton

