Report on the Worship Ministry Meeting, Sunday 16 July 2006, 12 noon in the Chapel

1. Present: 
Carolyn Briles, Joe Cox, Kandice Favorite, Raea Hicks, Rev. Colin P. Kelly (for

 

part of meeting), Jane Sherwood, Claire Singleton, John Singleton, 

Laurie Triplett, 

Apologies for absence: Betsy Lucido.

2. Discussion of recent special services.

(a) Ascension Day. A youth-led service was held on 5:30 pm on Ascension Day. The music was led by the Children’s Choir, the readings and intercessions were provided by members of the Sunday School and youth. Fr Godbold’s “children’s thanksgiving” was used. There was also a pot-luck supper afterwards. In general, this service seems to have been a success, with very appreciative comments from those present and what seemed like a larger attendance than in 2005.

(b) Pentecost. The (now traditional) youth sleep-over and decoration of the church took place. Based on an idea by Diane Figge and Betsy Lucido, around 400 white doves were cut out (from card) and decorated by members of the congregation and children’s chapel. The doves were hung on ribbons from six 30 foot cords strung across the roof of the church. It looked absolutely spectacular- another “tradition” may have become established here! In spite of competing attractions, what looked like around 15 children were present at the sleepover; all worked very effectively on setting up the decorations and the “Fruits of the Spirit” breakfast and carnival. Thanks go to all those involved. The 10:30 am service also included the simultaneous reading of the gospel in several languages. Comments from members of the congregation have been enthusiastic.
(c) Evensong. A number of members of the Worship Ministry team felt that Evensong was very rewarding, but that it had become very much "a performance", rather than an act of worship. The preparation of the extra music taxed the Adult Choir at a bad time of year; there was considerable thought about alternative months for an annual service, but there was no good solution. Adult Choir members are not familiar with the rite, and this adds to the strain; also, the musicians would have preferred a later time for the service (see previous minutes). The congregation was felt to have been excluded from much of the music. Some Choir members would like to be able to worship simply; there is merit in doing something simple very well, rather than almost succeeding with something complex. Finally, there was another view that Evensong ought to be a more regular service (see Worship Ministry minutes passim). After some discussion, Joe (Cox), enthusiastically supported by others, suggested that Evensong should be held on a regular basis. This would enable the Choir members to become familiar with the rite. Simple settings of the Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis could be used so that the congregation would learn them and sing along. Tallis's Festal or Ferial responses could be used, as the congregation could also learn this music easily. The service would be low key (following the model of Compline, without any form of reception afterwards (in most cases, anyway)). Following the pattern set in churches that do Evensong on a regular basis and considering Fr Colin's workload, a priest need not be present; a lay person could do the prayers and there need not be a sermon. There was a suggestion that the singing be led by a fraction of the Adult Choir, with the Children's Choir added to the treble line (valuable experience for them of Anglican liturgical music). To avoid increasing the workload much, Valerie and John could alternate playing the organ; in any case, voluntaries and anthems would be kept very simple, following the "good, honest, inclusive worship" idea. The services could be once every two months, at 6:00 pm on (perhaps) the first Sunday of the month. To fit in with the pattern of the year's other events, October, December, February, April, June were suggested. The impact of the proposed extra service on Pledge Sunday, 1 October, was discussed, but those present felt that the Evensong would not have a serious effect. (Added subsequently: a subcommittee is to make a final decision on the dates, but the principle of evensong every two months is very strongly supported.)  
(d) Outdoor service at Rochester Ranch. This was on 18 June; service music was provided by Doug Weiss and Eileen Lime. According to those present, the service had gone very well indeed, and no significant changes were desired. 

(e) Sunday Compline ceased for a Summer break after Trinity Sunday; The service will recommence on the 10th Sunday after Trinity, being 20th August. Numbers attending have stabilized at around 12. Joe and Laurie agreed to look at the possibility of press coverage of the August reopening of Compline in the Monitor.

(f) Owing to Diane Figge’s recent illness, Betsy had decided to cancel the midweek instruction plus “modern” compline planned for the Summer. Diane was to have been a keystone of the teaching and craft activities.

3. Special services in the near future

(a) The Ordination of Robert Mundy has been set for Saturday 19 August. There will be an Adult Choir rehearsal in the Parish Hall from 9:30 am to 10:30 am, and a rehearsal for the other participants at 9:00 am in the Sanctuary. Bagpiper(s) will play the prelude and postlude.

(b) Sunday 20 August is registration for Church School; the 10:30 am service has been planned in consultation with Betsy Lucido and Robyn Ladino as a youth-led service, based on the pattern of that held on Ascension Day (see above). There were enquiries as to whether our senior acolytes, Alex Plonczak, Robin Lucido and Ellen Kress, could function as LEMs for this service (and indeed for others). Fr Kelly agreed to look into this possibility.

(c) Sunday 22 October will see a joint Confirmation service with St. Chad’s Albuquerque. Our confirmees will travel to St. Chad’s for the service.

(d) Revised Schedule for Advent and Christmas services. John and Joe had been looking at the scheduling of Christmas services at other churches. Most held a “Lessons and Carols” service, based on the King’s College, Cambridge pattern on the Sunday about a week before Christmas. After some discussion of this and other services, the following schedule was proposed.

Sunday 3 December: First Sunday in Advent. No 10:30 am service. Traditional Advent service at 4:30 pm,

Sunday 17 December: Service of Lessons and Carols, 6:00 pm (in addition to the normal services).

Sunday 24 December: Christmas Eve. Single morning service (no Choir) at 9:30 am (replaces 8:00 am and 10:30 am services). 5:00 pm Nativity Play and Family Communion. No Generations. 11:30 pm Midnight Communion.

Monday 25 December: Christmas Day. Communion service at 10:00 am.

4. Any other business

(a) Inclusion of nursery age children at 10:30 am service. The present arrangements were discussed and felt to be adequate.

(b) Suggestions from the floor: there was a brief discussion of “Revised Common Lectionary” versus “BCP Lectionary”. It was agreed to return to this complex and emotive topic in future meetings. Raea Hicks kindly volunteered to collect and organize the lectionary bulletin inserts from now on, so that they can be reused in future years.

(c) Future budget. John reminded the various ministries within worship to spend up; for example, the budgeted work on the organ keyboards is not yet in hand.

John Singleton

27 July 2006

