Report on the Worship Ministry Meeting, Sunday 30 April, 12 noon in the Chapel

1. Apologies for absence: Claire Singleton
2. Post-mortua on Holy Week, Easter etc.
(a) Paschal Meal. The new liturgy and reorganized scheduling of the meal in 2006 had both worked well and were thought to be better than the previous arrangements, especially for those with small children. The only objection was to the use of the cartoon “The Prince of Egypt” to tell the Passover story; those at the meeting felt that it did not fit in with the comparative dignity of the other parts of the meal, and that the “fumbling around with the projector” was distracting. We recommend that the story be read (perhaps in a semi-dramatized form, similar to the Palm Sunday Passion Gospel reading) in future years. There are several good modern translations of the story (e.g. that in “the Alan Dale Bible” recently acquired for the youth study groups).

(b) Stations of the Cross. Several people had remarked on the effectiveness and emotional depth of this year’s service. The involvement of the children in the procession was also commended by a number of parents. However, the view was again expressed (as in 2005) that the liturgy of the service is entirely self-explanatory, and that a children’s sermon at the end is an anticlimax.

(c) Easter Saturday. The service had gone well; several people commented on the excellence of Joe Cox’s Exsultet, used once again in 2006.

(d) Easter Sunday. Unusually, there were no trumpets or brass at the Easter Sunday services. The general view seemed to be that we had benefited from their absence; the music provided by the Adult Choir and organ was very good and entirely appropriate for a service of worship and thanksgiving. (This opinion encompassed a fairly wide spectrum of views, including “no brass is better than bad brass” and “trumpets can distract from our main purpose of worshiping God”.)  However, if a good group of brass players became available in the future, then we would perhaps use them for the Easter services once more. A few members of the congregation had remarked that in the 1990s, G.F. Händel’s “Hallelujah Chorus” used to be sung after Communion on Easter Sunday. The prospect of resurrecting this tradition was discussed; views were divergent. In general, the musicians were not in favor; the organ or piano transcriptions of the orchestral accompaniment combine difficulty and ineffectiveness, and the choral parts of the piece demand preparation time that is needed for the other music in Holy Week. However, members of the congregation loved the tradition! Joe Cox and Valerie agreed that the Hallelujah Chorus might be tried on occasional Easter Sundays, but they did not want to make it an annual event.

(e) Other comments. The Good Friday “Words from the Cross” service was much appreciated, although the absence of Rev. Chuck McCulloch was mourned and there was a feeling that the service ought to be much better advertised in future.

(f) Excessive amounts of paper in the bulletin. The bulletin and its inserts continue to increase in area and cost; a large percentage are thrown away or recycled immediately after each service. Several suggestions were made, including: reusing the sheets containing the readings and psalms (these repeat every three years- a filing cabinet and reading organizer would be necessary); producing only twenty or so prayer lists, to be picked up by those who want them (rather than handed to everyone; the majority are thrown away); omitting the list of ministry chairs and Vestry representatives from the bulletin (these could be displayed on the website and a notice board); using television screens in the narthex to advertise future events (most advertising enclosures seem to be thrown away). A small committee of Fr Kelly, John Singleton and Cheryl has been set up to look into the matter.

(g) Overcrowding at the Altar rail. The solution proposed at the previous meeting is to be tried out in the Fall.

3. Services in the near future

(a) Evensong. The service (at 4 pm on 21 May) was described by Joe Fasel, who had kindly agreed to direct the music. The musicians present recommended that a later time (e.g. 5 pm) be given serious consideration for future services of this kind.

(b) Ascension Day. A youth-led service was planned for 5:30 pm on Ascension Day. (Preliminary report: the music was led by the Children’s Choir, the readings and intercessions were provided by members of the Sunday School and youth. Fr Godbold’s “children’s thanksgiving” was used. There was also a pot-luck supper afterwards. In general, this service seems to have been a success, with very appreciative comments from those present and what seemed like a larger attendance than in 2005.) 

(c) Pentecost. Plans for the (now traditional) youth sleep-over and decoration of the church were described. (Preliminary report: based on an idea by Dianne Figge and Betsy Lucido, around 400 white doves were cut out (from card) and decorated by members of the congregation and children’s chapel. The doves were hung on ribbons from six 30 foot cords strung across the roof of the church. It looked absolutely spectacular- another “tradition” may have become established here! In spite of competing attractions, what looked like around 15 children were present at the sleepover; all worked very effectively on setting up the decorations and the “Fruits of the Spirit” breakfast and carnival. Thanks go to all those involved. The 10:30 am service also included the simultaneous reading of the gospel in several languages.)

(d) Trinity Sunday. The idea of a procession to mark the ToTH’s patronal festival was discussed, but in view of the building work and the state of the church grounds, the plan was left for future years. The Adult and Children’s Choirs will commence their Summer breaks after Trinity Sunday.

(e) Outdoor service at Rochester Ranch. This will be on 18 June. The service music will be the same as that used in 2005, and Doug Weiss will be the accompanist. 

(f) The presentation to acolytes and graduates was set for 28 May.

4. Services over the Summer.

(a) 
The mid-week instructional nights followed by “modern” Compline are being 
planned by Betsy Lucido.

(b) 
Sunday Compline will cease for a Summer break after Trinity Sunday; The service will

 
recommence on the 10th Sunday after Trinity, being 20th August.

 (c)
The time and date for the Ordination of Robert Mundy are still somewhat undecided; 10 
am on Saturday 19 August is a possibility.

John Singleton

