Agenda: Worship Ministry Meeting, Sunday 12 August, 12 noon in the Chapel
1. 
a) Apologies for absence: Karen Humphrey, Betsy Lucido, Claire Singleton.


b) Present: Alison Bailey, Joe Fasel, Fr Colin Kelly, Jane Sherwood, Valerie Silks, John Singleton 

2. Reports and comments on recent services
(a) Prayers of the People. After Lent, there had been requests for “fewer words and names… time for silent prayer and reflection”. In response, Fr Kelly used Form IV (which includes time for silent prayer and a simple congregational response) for a trial period. Rather than names being read out, the congregation would be encouraged to use the prayer list that comes with the Bulletin for private devotion. After some time, the old practice (i.e. the reading out of lists of names, the use of more complex forms of response) had crept back; John had received several complaints and comments about this, chiefly from younger members of the congregation. Father Kelly remarked that there were at least an equal number of members with the oppsite opinion! He also emphasized the fact that the prayers of the people were supposed to represent corporate prayer, as opposed to private devotion. Some sort of half-way house seems to in order, with Fr Kelly to consider either (i) a combination of simple response and the reading out of lists of people for prayer or (ii) alternate weeks with “simple” and “fulsome” forms of the prayers.

(a) Evensong (6:00 pm) with tea (4:30 pm) on 6 May. There was some debate as to whether May was a good time of year for the tea, as the sporting fixtures and other activities of some of the kids involved reach a climax. The meeting decided to leave things unchanged, but to revisit the timing the following spring; it was remarked that “May is the traditional time for teas”. Moreover, it is a relatively quiet time for the Choir.

(b) Ascension Day. A youth-led service was held at 5:30 pm on Ascension Day (17 May), followed by a pot-luck. Comments have been favourable; we should repeat the service next year.

(c) Pentecost (27 May). The (now traditional) youth sleep-over and decoration of the church were held, coordinated by Robyn Ladino. The Sanctuary was once again decorated with a host of doves to great effect. Following requests from members of the congregation, the doves had been left up until Trinity Sunday. However, this was felt to be inappropriate, and it was agreed that in future years they would be removed on the Monday after Pentecost.

(d) Trinity Sunday (3 June). Vivaldi’s Gloria, was sung by the Adult Choir and some of the older members of the Children’s Choir as part of the 10:30 am service. Those at the meeting felt that the service and music had gone very well, and there was a strong opinion in favour of doing something similar in future years.

(e) Outdoor service at the Rochester Ranch, 24 June. Based on comments received, the service and picnic were successful. However, following requests from members of the Young Family Ministry, possible alternative venues were considered for 2008. Fr Kelly and Joe reported on past experiences with various Los Alamos parks; those present at the meeting decided that the Ranch was by far the best location for the picnic and service for the time being.

(f) The mid-week instructional nights followed by “modern” Compline occurred on 6, 13 and 20 June. The events and services had been attended by around 20 people; the “make a joyful noise” evening had been especially (and perhaps surprisingly) enjoyable. Betsy was thanked (in absentio) for her efforts in organizing these evenings

(g) General comments on the conduct of services over the Summer. Members of the Children’s Choir had provided Offertory and Communion anthems during July and August; this was combined with an extra weekly rehearsal to allow them to learn and perform more advanced music. Whilst Fr Kelly was on sabbatical, Alicia Pope had presided over the Deacon-led form of Communion; her conduct of the service was commended enthusiastically. Fr Kelly remarked that he was allowing her to read some parts of the 8:00 am and 10:30 am services normally said by the Celebrant; this is for training and confidence-building purposes. Over the Summer, the practice of snuffing out the candles during the introduction to the recessional hymn had faded away, leaving the task to be done between the end of the hymn and the dismissal; some find the latter location “untidy”. John agreed to ask Susan Sprake (now teaching the acolytes) to reinstate the earlier candle extinction.

3. Services in the near future

(a) Sunday School recruitment and Ministry Fair, Sunday 26 August. As in 2006, the 10:30 am service is to be youth-led, with a slightly simplified liturgy, young readers, prayers written by Children’s Chapel and a combined Adult/Children’s sermon. Alison, John and Betsy will coordinate the service with Fr Kelly and Valerie.

(b)  Sunday Compline is due to recommence on the 12th Sunday after Trinity, being 26h August (for report, i.e. inclusion in future Bulletins).

(c) Evensong, Sunday 2 September, 6:00 pm (for report, i.e. inclusion in future bulletins).

(d)  Holy Cross day: Friday 14 September: are we to do anything special? The answer from the meeting is no.

(e)  All Saints’ Day, Thursday 1 November. All Saints' Day evening service at 5:30 pm followed by potluck supper.

(f) Evensong, Sunday 4 November, 6:00 pm. (for report, i.e. inclusion in future bulletins).

(g) Thanksgiving Eve, Wednesday 21 November. In 2006, the service had been shifted to an earlier time (5:30 pm) in response to a suggestion that more young families and children would attend. The attendance was little different than in previous years. Apart from the five members of the Children’s Choir who had joined the Adult Choir, and one other family in the congregation, there was not a vast influx of children and young parents (although perhaps even 7 children, compared to zero, is encouraging). Some members of the Adult Choir were said to have found 5:30 pm less convenient than 7:00 or 7:30 pm. It was suggested that most families choose the holiday to travel to relatives. The meeting agreed to revisit the issue by conducting a poll of who is going to be in town for Thanksgiving. In addition, the service could be linked to a theme or construction project developed at Children’s Chapel (in a similar way to the Epiphany or Ascension evening services). Alison and John agreed to develop a strategy and report back with a suggested time for the service mid-September.

(h) Advent and Christmas: First Sunday of Advent is 2 December. In previous Worship Ministry meetings it had been reported that several people find the Advent 1, 4:00 pm, combined Lessons, Carols and Communion service “long and messy”. As Advent 1 is well separated from Thanksgiving weekend in 2007, Joe suggested that there be the normal pattern of 8:00 am and 10:30 am services in the morning, plus an Advent Lessons and Carol service at 5:00pm or even 6:00 pm in the evening (sans Communion) followed (perhaps) by mulled wine and cheese. The meeting received this suggestion (perhaps motivated by the mulled wine idea) with enthusiasm. Fourth Sunday of Advent is 23 December; the normal pattern of Sunday services will occur, perhaps without the Choir at the 10:30 am service. Christmas Eve is a Monday (5:00 pm Nativity Play, 11:30 pm Midnight Communion) and Christmas Day a Tuesday. Last year, the Christmas Day service was at 10:00 am; from the minutes: “the slightly earlier time was felt to be satisfactory; it should remain unchanged in 2007”. Advance publicity (especially for the Christmas Eve services) will be provided in the form of Movie Theater adverts and notices in the Monitor.
(i) New Year’s Eve: No change from the previous year’s pattern.

(j)  Epiphany falls on a Sunday. From January 2006 WM minutes: “At the 10:30 am service the simpler children’s liturgy was again followed, Sunday School children read the prayers and readings and the Children’s Choir led the music. The service was well attended and gifts were collected in boxes decorated by members of Children’s Chapel for the Hope Pregnancy Center; comments have been positive. Epiphany falls on a Sunday in 2008, and so it was decided to repeat this form of 10:30 am service then.” Agreed.

(k) Evensong, 6 January 2008, 6:00 pm (for inclusion in bulletins).

4. Any other business.

There was none.

John Singleton

