Minutes: Worship Ministry Meeting, Sunday 20 January, 12 noon in the Chapel
Present: Joe Cox, Mike Gordon, Karen Humphrey, Betsy Lucido, Valerie Silks, Susan Sprake, John Singleton, Rev. Alicia Pope, Jane Sherwood.

Apologies for absence: Claire Singleton.
1. Matters arising from meeting of 25 November 2007 and reports on recent services. 
(a) Thanksgiving Eve, Wednesday 21 November. In 2006, the service had been shifted to an earlier time (5:30 pm) in response to a suggestion that more young families and children would attend. The attendance was somewhat higher (55) than in previous years (45). Some members of the Adult Choir were said to have found 5:30 pm less convenient than 7:30 pm. This year a compromise time of 7:00 pm was agreed. Again, the Children’s and Adult Choirs joined forces. The attendance was 67. Perhaps the optimum time has been found.

(b) Music and rite in Advent. Father Kelly had requested that Rite 2 continue through Advent. A simple Kyrie, S95, was substituted for the Gloria. Following its use throughout the Fall, S129 was retained for the Sanctus. I have received an equal number of grumbles (“should have used Rite 1!”) and compliments about the use of Rite 2. As in 2005 and 2006, the Jesse tree activity was carried out by the children under the direction of Betsy Lucido. In view of the split opinion about the rite, the meeting decided that there was no strong motivation for change in 2008.

(c) Morning prayer was held in Advent using a schedule of leaders prepared by Mike Gordon. Mike was thanked for his efforts; attendance had been healthy.

(d) The first Sunday of Advent (2 December) had the 8:00 am and 10:30 am services as usual (no Adult Choir at 10:30 am; the music was led by the Children’s Choir); in the evening there was an Advent Lessons and Carol service at 6:00 pm (sans Communion) followed by mulled wine and cheese. Although the attendance for the new evening service was quite light (65) there has been an exceptionally large number number of very positive statements about it (and no complaints!). People seemed very pleased by the readings (the team of youth readers being trained by Betsy and Lynn took part), the music (including two compositions by Joe Cox and a Children’s Choir item) and the mulled wine. We should therefore try to repeat this in 2008.

(e) Christmas Eve fell on a Monday. The attendances at the 5:00 pm Nativity Play (170- higher than the average for the first half of the decade, but below the 2004-2006 average of >200) and the 11:30 pm Midnight Communion (75) were lower than in 2007. Could this be a consequence of competition? Several churches are now offering “candle-lit services” and Christmas pageants, accompanied by large amounts of publicity (which we applaud; God is being glorified). Or was it just a bad “travelling year”? Those at the meeting were not so worried about the 5:00 pm service, being mostly concerned with the falling attendance at the Midnight Communion. Several present felt that those who might attend were tired out by about 11:00 pm and in no mood for a service. Joe Cox and John Singleton agreed to look up times of similar services at other Episcopal churches. However, provisionally, we recommend that the service be brought forward to 10:00 pm in 2008. This would synchronize reasonably with the ending of the live nativity scene at 9:30 pm, perhaps ensuring the presence of some of the youth and their families (after suitable revival with hot drinks).

(f) The Christmas Day service was at 10:00 am; this time seems to work reasonably well; “my favourite Christmas service” someone said; “understated, relaxed, reverent” commented someone else.

(g) New Year’s Eve: No change from the previous year’s pattern.

(h) Epiphany fell on a Sunday. The 10:30 am service followed the simpler children’s liturgy. Sunday School children read the prayers and readings and the Children’s Choir led the music. The service was well attended and gifts were collected in boxes decorated by members of Children’s Chapel for the Hope Pregnancy Center. Comments have been positive (with several people liking the sung Prayers of the People) and the service was followed by a “Middle Eastern Lunch”. Evensong was held in the afternoon. Those at the meeting noted the popularity of the sung responses to the Prayers of the People; the musicians agreed to give the matter further thought. Perhaps a form with a sung response could be used once a month.

2. Services in Lent

(a) Ash Wednesday. The pattern of services and the soup supper will follow that in 2007. At the 7:00 pm service, the Adult Choir will sing “Ave verum corpus” by Mozart. Some of the Children’s Choir will contribute a communion anthem.

(b) Rite and music for Lent: Rite 1 will be used with Joe Cox’s Kyrie, Sanctus and Agnus Dei. The plainsong forms of the Lord’s Prayer and the Prayers of the People will be used as in 2007. 

(c) Lent Cross Liturgy in place of Children’s sermon in Lent. The Lent Cross liturgy will be repeated following the format established in 2006 and 2007. The liturgy is self-contained, with the reading and prayer conveying all that is needed without the need for further explanation. Betsy and John are to brief the Clergy on what is required. 

(d) Morning Prayer. Mike Gordon cannot coordinate Morning Prayer in Lent this year. He will ask Rozelle Wright or Claire Singleton to draw up a schedule of leaders based on that used in Advent.
(e) Oecumenical Lent Services (Wednesdays). In spite of its unpopluarity with those from ToTH (the Vespers music from the Lutheran Hymnal used in 2007 is preferred) the service is to be based around the Holden Liturgy. A schedule for choirs to lead the services was discussed. Some incorrect email addresses were noted on the list (in addition, the Children’s Choir contact at ToTH is not there); Cheryl is aksed to make corrections and convey them to BELC.

(f) Palm Sunday and Holy Week. Following comments and proposals in 2007, we are to try the experiment of making Palm Sunday a commemoration of the entry of Jesus into Jerusalem, the cleansing of the Temple etc.. The liturgy and readings will be chosen accordingly (Father Kelly is believed to have already done this). The Last Supper/Passion narrative would be transferred to the Passover Seder (Tuesday of Holy Week); a dramatized Last Supper re-enactment was a tradition at ToTH some years ago. Charles Fernbaugh is willing to coordinate the “actors” for the drmatization (action- Father Kelly to locate script and send to Charles). The Maundy Thursday services would be as in 2007.

(g) Good Friday. The “Seven Last Words” service was very well received in 2007; this year’s will therefore follow a similar plan. Joe and Valerie are devising a first hour that involves Bach organ Choral Preludes being paired with their respective chorales, the latter sung by the Adult Choir. There was a proposal from Brian Rothrock (who attended the meeting briefly) for a new Stations of the Cross service run by the high-school-age youth. A separate meeting (Alicia Pope, Father Kelly, Betsy Lucido, John Singleton) is to discuss whether this should be combined with the existing 5:30 pm Stations of the Cross service based around the Jandacek sculptures and aimed at families with somewhat younger children or whether it should be a separate service. The proposed service would benefit from a later time; a completely dark church is required.

(h) Easter Vigil and Easter Sunday. The meeting recommends that the pattern followed in 2007 be repeated (note carefully the position of the decorated cross activity that concludes the Lent Cross Liturgy).

(i) Evensong- first Sunday in March (for Bulletin inclusion).

3. Annual Report 

A draft of our Ministry’s annual report is attached. Alicia and John are to set up a meeting with Father Kelly and Sue-Ellen about Generations. John is to consult various people about drawing together a new youth band; there are several interested teenagers, and an advert for band members could be displayed at the High School lunches once or if an adult coordinator is found. Other ideas such as drama within the 10:30 am service are to be discussed by Brian Rothrock and Alicia.
4. Any other business.

Vision for the future. Those at the meeting agreed to continue to press for (a) improvement of Sanctuary acoustics (removal of wood panels and carpets), (b) the provision of dedicated rehearsal space for the Choirs and/ or bands and (c) the use of the Chapel as a quiet place of prayer on Sundays (i.e. sufficient classrooms to be provided elsewhere so that the Chapel could remain empty). 

A summary of attendance figures compiled for the following week’s annual meeting was perused. Those present noted that some of the statistics appeared to suggest increased attendance whilst others showed an apparent decline. In the absence of the compiler of the statistics, these puzzling anomalies remained unresolved.

John Singleton

Worship Ministry Draft Annual Report 2007

We continue to consider all aspects of the worship at Trinity on the Hill, to try to ensure that our services glorify God and help to shape faith and kindle devotion amongst all the members of our diverse flock.


Many elements make up a service of worship. Our meetings, which occur once every two months or so, cover the liturgy (the rite and the readings to be used on a particular occasion), the music (Choir Master and Organist attend), the presentation, decoration and service of the Altar and Sanctuary (the particular responsibility of the Altar Guild), the bulletins, and the involvement of various age-groups (the Youth Minister and a Christian Education representative also invited to attend).


The pattern of Sunday worship, with Eucharist at 8:00 am and 10:30 am, plus Generations at 6:07 pm on second and fourth Sundays, continues as in previous years. Compline, which was introduced in 2005, also occurs every Sunday at 9:00 pm and attracts a small but loyal following. Choral Evensong restarted in late 2006; it is led by singers drawn from both the Adult and Children’s Choirs and is sung at 6:00 pm on the first Sunday of odd months.


Members of the Adult Choir, under the leadership of Joe Cox and Valerie Silks, are a great blessing to the Church. In addition to some excellent Easter music, one of the highlights of the year was the use of Vivaldi’s “Gloria” as part of the 10:30 am service on Trinity Sunday. The work was accompanied by a very good instrumental ensemble, and some of the older members of the Children’s Choir took part, an experience that will remain with them for years to come. A service of Advent Lessons and Carols followed by mulled wine and cheese was introduced in 2007 (6:00 pm, Advent 1) and has generated a large number of very appreciative comments.


We continue to seek ways of involving children and youth at the heart of our worship. Betsy Lucido and Lynn Finnegan have been training some of our youth as readers for the family Eucharists that are now quite a regular event. These services either replace the 10:30 am Sunday service (e.g. Epiphany 2007, 2008, Church School Registration Sunday 2007) or occur at 5:30 pm on midweek feast days (e.g. Ascension Day). They feature a simplified liturgy (with prayers by members of Children’s Chapel) and music led by the Children’s Choir. Sometimes items made during Children’s Chapel are used in part of the worship. Midweek services are often followed by a pot-luck supper. 


The Jesse Tree and Lent Cross seem to have become ToTH traditions, involving the children in the preparation of Advent and Lent and familiarizing them with the scripture that relates the long journey of discovery made by God’s people. The sleep-over on the week-end of Pentecost is a rewarding, if exhausting event. As in 2006, the decoration of the Church by the youth in 2007 included the hanging of around 450 paper doves from the beams of the Sanctuary, an idea inspired by Diane Figge and Betsy Lucido.


The Children’s Choir sings during the 10:30 am services on almost all Sundays; currently, the number of children hovers around 14. Eventually we hope that it will be possible to have both a Children’s and a Youth Choir. To this end, the more advanced singers now attend a weekly rehearsal (Friday, 7:00-7:45 pm), in addition to the Sunday practice for all (9:00-9:30 am, plus one afternoon per month) and sing an extra, more challenging item each Sunday. We have also joined RSCM America, an organization offering resources, music and workshops for young singers.


Since September, an educational meeting for older Children’s Choir members has been offered to help them develop a deeper understanding of Christianity and musical theory (9:30 -10:15 am). Members of the Choir also play a major part in the Nativity Play during the 5:00 pm service on Christmas Eve and sing for some of the Summer services when the Adult Choir are in recess. The more advanced singers join the Adult Choir for occasional services. None of this would be possible without the enthusiasm and hard work of the parents, and the musical help offered by Andrea Schmidt, Paula Ward, Judy Crocker and Joe Fasel.


Members of the Worship Ministry are seeking ways of deepening the involvement of the older youth (High School Age). Looking to other churches, such involvement, and the associated development of a regular worship habit that persists into adult life, often comes via duties within the services. Thanks to Susan Sprake and those who have gone before her, the Acolytes are a fine example of such dutiful service. However, we all believe that many more opportunities are needed. There is no shortage of ideas - liturgical dance, a hardish rock band, puppet theatre, Son-of-Generations, youth drama as a replacement for the Children’s sermon at the 10:30 am service - but volunteers of vision are desperately needed to push these ideas forward. Please pray for these developments. Thanks to Bob Wigger and his team, three hundred High School students pass through our doors every Friday; to have even a small percentage drawn more deeply into our worship and prayer life would be marvelous.


We cannot be complacent; pray for our ministry as we try to respond to the promptings of the Holy Spirit and the changing needs and demographics of our congregation and the population around us.

John Singleton

17 January 2008

For reference: Agenda: Worship Ministry Meeting, Sunday 25 November, 12 noon in the Chapel
0. Apologies for absence.
1. Reports and comments on recent services
(a) General: The practice of putting out the candles during the introduction to the recessional hymn keeps fading away, leaving the task to be done between the end of the hymn and the dismissal; some find the latter location “untidy”. This is a continuing gripe! The Prayers of the People and the Eucharistic Prayer have been varied; comments?

(b) Sunday School recruitment and Ministry Fair, Sunday 26 August. The 10:30 am service was youth-led, with a slightly simplified liturgy, young readers, prayers written by Children’s Chapel and a combined Adult/Children’s sermon. There were some comments regarding the Eucharistic prayer.

(c) Compline recommenced on the 12th Sunday after Trinity, being 26h August. Attendance has varied greatly with an average of around ten.

(d) Evensong, Sunday 2 September, 6:00 pm, Sunday 4 November. Attendance is at the 30 ish mark, about 50% Choir, 50% Congregation.

(e) All Saints’ Day, Thursday 1 November. All Saints' Day evening service at 5:30 pm followed by potluck supper; combined Adult and Children’s Choir.

(f) Thanksgiving Eve, Wednesday 21 November. In 2006, the service had been shifted to an earlier time (5:30 pm) in response to a suggestion that more young families and children would attend. The attendance was somewhat higher (55) than in previous years (45). Some members of the Adult Choir were said to have found 5:30 pm less convenient than 7:30 pm. This year a compromise time of 7:00 pm was agreed. Again, the Children’s and Adult Choirs joined forces.

(g) Report on Generations.

2. Future services 

(i) Advent general: discussion of rite and music for the Sanctus etc.. Jesse tree: Betsy to report.

(j) First Sunday of Advent (2 December): 8:00 am, 10:30 am as usual (no Adult Choir at 10:30 am), plus an Advent Lessons and Carol service at 6:00 pm (sans Communion) followed by mulled wine and cheese.

(k) Fourth Sunday of Advent is 23 December; the normal pattern of Sunday services will occur, perhaps without the Choir at the 10:30 am service. Will Generations occur? 

(l) Christmas Eve is a Monday (5:00 pm Nativity Play, 11:30 pm Midnight Communion).

(m) Christmas Day a Tuesday. Last year, the Christmas Day service was at 10:00 am; from the minutes: “the slightly earlier time was felt to be satisfactory; it should remain unchanged in 2007”. Advance publicity (especially for the Christmas Eve services) will be provided in the form of Movie Theater adverts and notices in the Monitor.
(n) New Year’s Eve: No change from the previous year’s pattern.

(o) Epiphany falls on a Sunday. From January 2006 WM minutes: “At the 10:30 am service the simpler children’s liturgy was again followed, Sunday School children read the prayers and readings and the Children’s Choir led the music. The service was well attended and gifts were collected in boxes decorated by members of Children’s Chapel for the Hope Pregnancy Center; comments have been positive. Epiphany falls on a Sunday in 2008, and so it was decided to repeat this form of 10:30 am service then.”

(p) Evensong, 6 January 2008, 6:00 pm (for inclusion in bulletins).

(q) Lent: preliminary discussion of Shrove Tuesday, Ash Wednesday, Oecumenical services on Wednesday nights, Palm Sunday etc..

3. Vision statement

The Chapel and rehearsal space in the new order. Improvement of the Sanctuary acoustics.
4. Any other business.

(Note- there were very few present; instead of minutes, a series of action items  chiefly concerning the Advent and Christmas services were emailed to the relevant people. Remaining business was discussed under “Matters Arising” on 20 January.)
